
Sparx Reader – Student Training

This PowerPoint includes a reminder of how to use Sparx as well 
as some hints and tips as to how to get the most out of it, so that 
you can complete your homework like a super star!



Your home page will have a reminder of what your homework is for this week as a current task, 

as well as the latest book you have been reading. Click “Start Reading” or “Continue 

Reading” to complete your homework. Remember the aim each week is to achieve 300SRP or 

from reading and answering questions. If you are finding this challenging, read and work on 

the questions for 30 minutes. Remember your teacher can see whether you are rushing or just 

leaving the webpage open, so do make sure you are reading carefully! 



NEW FEATURE ALERT:

Sparx now allows you to choose 

three genres as your favourite 

types of books to read. It will 

recommend these to you as new 

books and will let you know if the 

books it has selected fit your 

preferences perfectly.

Try filling in your book preferences 

on the home page next time you 

log in!



TOP TIP: When you click on a book to 
choose to read it it will show you:

• The themes - are these themes you are 

interested in? Look carefully at these 

when you are picking a new book. If 

you say it’s “not for me”, Sparx will 

know that you’re not interested, but 

they might recommend it again later in 

case you change your mind.

• A synopsis – read this carefully to find 

out what the book is about.

• An opportunity to read a sample 

before you start reading.

• An indication of whether this book falls 

into some of your favourite book 

preferences. 

Once you start reading, you can swap the 

book if you really aren’t enjoying it. 

Remember, Sparx only lets you do this 

three times before you must read the 

whole book, so don’t swap unless you’re 

sure. 



As you read, Sparx will pause at key sections to ask you multiple choice questions. The sections 

will be shorter at the beginning, whilst you are getting into the book, and longer the further you 

get through. As you are reading, you can also look up words that you don’t know, to help you 

understand. Just hover your mouse over the word.



DID YOU KNOW?

If you click on settings whilst you are 

reading your book, you can change your 

font and size and the background colour 

of the book you are reading. 



The questions you are asked will be multiple choice questions. Make sure you are reading 

carefully – sometimes the answer is “not in the story” so don’t just guess!



You earn SRP for answering questions on the 

book correctly. The more you answer correctly, 

the more points you get. Remember you are 

aiming for 300 each week!

TOP TIP: You earn a bonus for answering 

questions right the first time you read a section 

of the story, so make sure your first read 

through is really thorough – it will earn you SRP 

faster!



Students doing additional reading on top of 

their compulsory homework will be rewarded 

with gold stars. 300 extra SRP earns one gold 

star. Once you earn 5 gold stars, you are 

awarded a Gold Reader pass which lasts for 5 

weeks. 

Conscientious students can retain their pass 

indefinitely if they continue to do additional 

eBook reading, earning their 5 gold stars 

during the 5-week pass.


