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INTRODUCTION 
 
This booklet is to help you, together with your parents and teachers, to plan your courses for the next 
important stage in your education.  Please read it carefully and discuss it with your parents at home.  In 
school, your subject teachers will advise you and there will be a programme of careers advice to support you 
in this process.  Some of the courses are new to you.  You will be given more information about these during 
form time and assemblies.  Your Form Tutor will also give you the chance to discuss your choices.  It is very 
important that you find out all you need to know before you make your final choice. 
 
KEY DATES 
 
w/c Monday 13 January Year 9 Options Assembly 

Year 9 Information Evening 
Year 9 Taster Lessons delivered within usual lessons 

 Careers and options advice programme run through form time 
sessions 

Tuesday 28 January Year 9 parents’ evening (E half) 

Thursday 6 February Year 9 parents’ evening (H half) 

Monday 10 February Year 9 Options forms home 

By Wednesday 26 February Deadline for completion of Year 9 options 

From Monday 3 March Follow up conversations with students commence where needed 

                                 
         
If at any point you or your parents wish to discuss your option choices with your child’s Head of Year or Mr 
Rosie (Deputy Headteacher), please do not hesitate to get in contact.       
  
 
COURSE CONTENT AND ASSESSMENT 
 
The information in this booklet is correct at the time of printing.   
 
AVAILABILITY OF CHOSEN COURSES 
 
We try very hard to accommodate every student’s choice of subjects.  We can, however, only run a course 
if there is funding, there are places available, there is sufficient demand and we have the resources to 
sustain these choices.  
 
There is limited capacity on some courses. In the event that this capacity is exceeded, we may need to ask 
some students to choose an alternative course. As part of this we will carefully consider each students 
suitability for the chosen course as part of this process.  
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KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM YEAR 10 2025-26 
 

CORE CURRICULUM : All students must study these subjects at Key Stage 4 

English Language  
English Literature  

 Physical Education 
Personal Development 

Mathematics  Religious Education (Short Course Qualification) 
Science 
 

  

OPTION SUBJECTS: Students must choose four of these 

We strongly recommend that you take at least one Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish) and 
at least one Humanity (Geography or History). As a result students should choose at least two of 
Geography, History, French or Spanish. 
 

  
SUBJECT CHOICES  
 
THE TABLE ON PAGE 5 IS FOR YOUR REFERENCE.  YOU WILL BE ASKED TO COMPLETE YOUR OPTION 
CHOICES VIA AN ONLINE FORM. FURTHER DETAILS IN RELATION TO THIS WILL BE SHARED WITH YOU ON 
MONDAY 10TH FEBRUARY.   
 
Guidance Notes: 
1. In order to maintain breadth and balance, we very strongly recommend that students take at least one 

Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish) and at least one Humanity (Geography or History).   
 

2. We do insist on all students choosing either a language or a humanity within their option choices.  
 
3. You may choose only one DT subject. Please note that due to limits on group size in DT there may be 

limited capacity in these subject areas.   
 
4. If you wish to do so, you can choose both French and Spanish. However, you must have studied the 

language in year 9 to be eligible to choose it for GCSE.  
 
5. You should not choose both GCSE Business and Enterprise BTEC (Level 2). 
 

6. You should not choose both Engineering and Construction 
 
7. You should not choose both Food and Hospitality & Catering. 

 
8. If there is a chance that you might wish to study a subject at A-Level then you should choose it for GCSE.   
 
9. Discuss your choices fully with your parents, subject teachers, Form Tutor, Head of Year or senior staff.  

Think carefully about your options because they may have an important bearing on future career choices 
you will make at 16 and beyond.  Not choosing certain subjects at this stage may have a serious effect 
on later university or career choices. 

 
10. We try very hard to accommodate every student’s choice of subjects.  However, we can run a course 

only if there is sufficient demand from students, if there are places available and if we have the resources 
to support the group. If there is a problem with one of your choices we will discuss other options with 
you. 
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QUALIFICATIONS AVAILABLE 
 
GCSE:  The General Certificate of Secondary Education: 
 
In most subjects you follow a GCSE syllabus.  All of your GCSE subjects will be graded on a grade 9-1 scale. 
Some of the GCSE courses contain a coursework element called NEA (Non examined assessment).  
 
Level 1/Level 2 Qualifications in Construction, Creative IMedia, Engineering, Enterprise, Health & Social 
Care, Hospitality and Catering, and Travel and Tourism 
 
These courses are the equivalent of a GCSE course and are assessed through grades ranging from Level 1 
Pass (equivalent to grade 1 at GCSE) through to Level 2 Distinction* (equivalent to grade 8/9 at GCSE). These 
courses are assessed through a combination of coursework and examinations. 
 
Level 1 Certificate in WorkSkills (Taught as Part of the Foundation Learning Programme Option): 
 
The outcomes in this course are broadly the equivalent to current grade 3 to 1 at GCSE. 
 
Further details on all the courses we offer in Year 10 are included later in this booklet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

5 

 

 
FULFORD SCHOOL - PROVISIONAL KEY STAGE 4 OPTION CHOICE YEAR 10 2025-26   

 
Please note this is just for illustrative purposes. Option choices will be made via an online form (details sent 
out at the start of February) 
 
Guidance 

• We very strongly recommend that you take at least one Modern Foreign Language (French or Spanish) 
and at least one Humanity (Geography or History) 

• You must take at least one Modern Foreign Language or one humanity 

• Do not pick more than one DT subject. Engineering and Construction are both classed as DT subjects.  

• Do not pick both GCSE Business and Enterprise (Level 2) 

• Do not pick both Food Preparation and Nutrition and Hospitality & Catering 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

When you complete the online form you will be asked to use a ranking system (1,2,3 and 4) to indicate your 

choices. You will also be asked to choose a reserve choice that should be a different subject to your first four 

choices. The table below can be used as a way of noting down these choices which should make the 

completion of the online form easier.  

Option Choice Subject 

1  

2  

3  

4  

Reserve choice  

 

 

Option Choices 

Art and Design Food Preparation and Nutrition 

Business Geography 

Computer Science Health & Social Care (Level 1/2) 

Construction (Level 1/2) Hospitality and Catering (Level 1/2) 

Creative iMedia (Level 1/2)  History 

Design and Technology: Product Design Music 

Design and Technology: Textiles Physical Education 

Drama RE - Full Course 

Engineering (Level 1/2) Spanish 

Enterprise (Level 1/2) Travel and Tourism (Level 1/2) 

French Foundation Learning Programme (Level 1) 
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FURTHER INFORMATION REGARDING THE OPTION SUBJECTS AT KEY STAGE 4 

 

ART & DESIGN GCSE                                                                                                            Mr T Rigg 

Creative industries make up a huge percentage of the actual jobs available in the UK today. Art GCSE is 

relevant to a broad range of career paths and could be the first step towards working in the creative 

sector. Whether you are interested in being an architect, interior designer, artist, gallery curator, set 

designer, working in advertising or web design, Art GCSE can boost a variety of skills that are highly 

attractive to employers. Even if you plan a different career path, people who think creatively are in high 

demand in all employment sectors.  

We will train your artistic skills and help you to develop your own personal style. We aim to inspire you with 
exciting contemporary artists and craftspeople and have developed themes and projects to work from that 
provide great starting points for you to develop your own work. You will learn skills in photography, stencil, 
lino print, mono print, painting, drawing and sketchbook production, all skills which are relevant to the 
modern and evolving creative world.  
 
GCSE Art and Design provides a unique working environment which is thoroughly appreciated by the 
students who take the subject. The course covers a range of activities, media, techniques and in-depth 
assignments.  You will have the opportunity to experiment with different media in order to explore your 
strengths and preferences.  The main aim is to develop your own personal ideas and to refine your art and 
design skills in order to build a comprehensive portfolio of work for your GCSE qualification. We will guide 
you through the assessment objectives and requirements very closely at first but will expect you to become 
increasingly independent and follow your own ideas as the course progresses. In addition to your timetabled 
lessons, students are welcome to use the Art rooms most lunchtimes and some sessions after school.  
 
The course is divided into two components;  
 
Component One: The Personal Portfolio (coursework) is worth 60% of the GCSE. Students work from the 
induction starting point of ‘Identity’ in Year 10 and learn skills in lino printing, stencilling, drawing, painting, 
mono printing, photography, research skills and annotation skills. Towards the end of Year 10 and into Year 
11 students complete their ‘Major Project’ putting into practise the skills they have learnt in a personalised 
and independent way. These broad themes provide starting points which can be developed and personalised 
as students’ work progresses. Work from all these projects can be submitted for GCSE accreditation at the 
end of Year 11 but we are selective in our submissions to showcase the student’s best work. 
 
Component Two: The Externally Set Assignment is worth 40%. The theme is externally set by the exam board 
and is always very broad and open to wide interpretation. You will have 12 weeks of preparation time to 
produce a sketchbook of supporting work and then you will then have a total of 10 hours (over 2 days and 
subsequent lesson time) to complete the final piece(s), in controlled conditions. There is no written exam in 
this subject.  
Your KS3 work will provide you with an excellent foundation for GCSE Art. You do not have to be 
sensational at drawing to succeed on this course; being creative and enjoying the processes we teach will 
enable you to achieve. Whether you like drawing, painting, sculpting or printing you can further your skills 
here. Keep an open mind, be willing to experiment, take advice, work hard and be ambitious. 
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BUSINESS GCSE                                                       Mr G Maloy 
 
GCSE Business is a qualification that allows you to study a new and interesting subject, developing a broad 
understanding of how successful businesses operate in an increasingly competitive and globalised world.  Of 
particular importance is gaining an appreciation of how organisations continually adapt and respond to an 
ever changing and dynamic business environment in order to continually flourish. As well as the study of the 
main functional areas of marketing, operations, human resources and finance, the increasingly important 
role of technology and business ethics is also covered. A large proportion of GCSE students go on to study 
Business at A Level and university and this course gives an excellent foundation to study the subject to a 
higher level. 
 
The aim of the course is to develop your understanding of how real-life businesses operate. This will include 
learning about:   

• The skills needed to set up a business – e.g. enterprise and people management skills. 

• How entrepreneurs identify a business opportunity, through the development of the necessary marketing 
and financial skills required to start up a business.  Many of the themes touched on the TV programme 
‘Dragons’ Den’ are covered. 

• How businesses expand and put in place the strategies needed to operate successfully – e.g. the 
motivation of staff so a business can achieve its objectives.  

• How businesses are affected by factors out of their immediate control and how they react to changes 
such as competition, new government policies and globalisation.  Contemporary issues such as the rise of 
ethical behaviour are also covered. For example, would you stop buying a product if you knew it had been 
produced by child labour in the Far East? 

 
The course will initially build on the general knowledge of business you may already have.  Examples include 
how businesses market their products including the use of brand names and social media to raise awareness 
of a business with the ultimate aim of increasing sales.  There are a variety of ways in which you will 
learn. There will be written work in class, but you may be asked to work as part of a team to research ideas 
and present them to others in class.  There will also be opportunities to visit businesses, and guest speakers 
will be invited into the school.   
 
Emphasis is placed on the development of examination skills. As well as testing knowledge of the curriculum, 
students will be expected to be able to apply this knowledge to case study material as well as being able to 
discuss the pros and cons of business behaviour. Development of discussion and evaluative skills where you 
have to justify answers is a major part of the course. 
 
There are two written exams that are taken at the end of Year 11: 
 

Paper 1 Influences of operations and HRM (Human 
Resource Management) on business activity 

• 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 90 marks 

• 50% of the GCSE 

Paper 2 Influences of marketing and finance on business 
activity 

• 1 hour 45 minutes 

• 90 marks 

• 50% of the GCSE 

 
For each paper, the following question structure applies: 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=stock+market&view=detailv2&&id=8E610DF09554CB188C24FF6F479F9D2331A50516&selectedIndex=5&ccid=sIBTeYSJ&simid=608024648614611357&thid=OIP.Mb08053798489f151945a76bd23fa7f52H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=stocks+and+shares&view=detailv2&&id=7B58609AA8FA35A032F7F5395966D09E12B01BB0&selectedIndex=12&ccid=%2b/GMl5Ba&simid=608040368203826050&thid=OIP.Mfbf18c97905aa675a5a88122932e0acco0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Business+meeting&view=detailv2&&id=3C1F0302629744C0FC333EE91160B3546D049FD4&selectedIndex=64&ccid=vKtkNdJD&simid=607992238790936478&thid=OIP.Mbcab6435d2436d01d61762eab5c31feco0
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• Section A has multiple choice questions and short answer questions worth 20 marks 

• Section B has one case study/data response stimuli with questions worth approximately 35 marks 

• Section C has one case study/data response stimuli with questions worth approximately 35 marks 
 

 
 
COMPUTER SCIENCE GCSE                                                                                                                           Mr P Dring 
After Maths and English, Computer Science is the subject that is most highly recommended to open up the 
widest choice of careers / further study. Computer Science enables you to excel at problem solving and 
analytical thinking as well as writing, debugging and testing code. There is currently a significant shortage of 
men and women with computer science skills in the UK. This skills shortage is predicted to increase by the 
time you will leave school, so there has never been a better time to study computer science. 
 
Computer Science does not include any graphic design, production or multimedia skills: that is all in Creative 
iMedia. For example, someone interested in game design may choose iMedia to learn how to create the 
sound and graphics for a game alongside Computer Science to learn how to write the code that makes it all 
work.  
                                                                                                      
The science of computing is at the heart of industry, jobs, entertainment and nearly everything that touches 
our lives. The aim of this course is to give students an in-depth understanding of how computer technology 
works and a look at what goes on “behind the screens”. As part of this, students will learn how to write, run, 
debug and test Python code yet the course will primarily help learners develop critical thinking and analytical 
problem-solving skills. The importance of computing in our lives cannot be understated and the study of 
computer science empowers you to create the technology of the future rather than just use it like everyone 
else. 
 
The course is intended for students who are looking for more depth of understanding than just using office 
software tools and is a key stepping stone towards a career in Science, Technology Engineering or Maths as 
well as the creative technology industries or a future in business.  
 
Computing science aims to encourage you to be inspired, motivated and challenged. This GCSE should enable 
you to: 

• Develop confidence designing, programming, debugging and testing code to solve a problem. 

• Develop your understanding of current and emerging technologies, understanding of how they work 
and apply this knowledge and understanding in a range of contexts. 

• Acquire and apply knowledge, technical skills and understanding of the use of algorithms in computer 
programs to solve problems. 

• Use your knowledge and understanding of computer technology to become independent and 
discerning users of IT, able to make informed decisions about its use, and aware of the implications 
of different technologies. 

• Acquire and apply creative and technical skills, knowledge and understanding of computing in a range 
of contexts. 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of computer programs / solutions and the impact of and issues related to 
the use of computer technology in society. 
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Computing is an analytical subject and enjoyed by logical thinkers and students confident in Maths. It is not 
just for computer fans, it is an EBacc subject, a science and encourages creativity and problem-solving skills 
which will be beneficial throughout your life. Computer Science is not an easy option but the resilience and 
hard work that it requires make it hugely satisfying as you learn how to apply your software development 
skills with increasing levels of expertise and confidence. Students who enjoy solving problems and 
understanding how technology works will love this course. 
 
The assessment for this course is 50% written exam (theory) and 50% on screen exam (Python programming) 
taken at the end of Year 11.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
CONSTRUCTION (LEVEL 2)                                                                                                                Mr A Jobson 
 
The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Construction and the Built Environment is for learners who 
want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge and skills through vocational contexts.  Students will 
develop practical skills used in construction and study the technology used in construction to create a better 
environment in the world.  They will also learn how to interpret the landscape, briefs and other aspects that 
impact on design and creation of construction in the build environment. 
 
The qualification enables learners to develop their sector-specific skills, such as safe and efficient use of 
tools, materials and techniques as well as how to use design techniques to enhance communication using 
realistic vocational contexts 
 
The qualification recognises the value of learning skills, knowledge and vocational attributes to complement 
GCSEs. The qualification will broaden learners’ experience and understanding of the varied progression 
options available to them. 
 
There are 3 components that you will be assessed on; each of which is worth 60 marks. 
 
Two components are internally assessed and project-based, where you will be asked to respond to a brief. 
These involve: Planning and completing a practical construction-based activity using brick and wood. 

 Interpreting a client’s needs and planning a new building. 
The final component is an externally assessed 1 ½ hour exam. 
 
This course is assessed through two internally assessed project-based components worth 60 marks and one 
externally assessed 1 ½ hour exam worth 60 marks. 
 
This course provides a suitable foundation for further study within the sector including A-Level Product 
Design, a range of college courses or progression onto an apprenticeship. 
 
 
 
 



 

 

10 

 

 
   
CREATIVE iMEDIA (LEVEL 2)                                                                                                          Mr P Dring 
 
Creative iMedia is about understanding how to use digital technology to create media products that look 
and sound amazing. Virtually every job you will apply for will want you to have skills using computer systems 
to create high quality digital media. If you enjoy creating multimedia content (videos, graphics, desktop 
publishing, animations) then this is the right course for you. 
 
Studying a computing qualification is a helpful part of a balanced education, since computing provides core 
skills that help in most other subjects. Creative iMedia equips you to design, create, publish and evaluate 
multimedia solutions in a fun, engaging and hands-on way. It is a creative, artistic subject where you will 
develop skills through multiple large ongoing coursework projects. Creative iMedia does not contain any 
programming, software development or understanding of how computers work: that is all in Computer 
Science.  
                                                                                                   
The aim of this course is to develop relevant workplace skills and techniques in the specific area of creating 
media content.  This is a practical course, which aims to reflect the demands of industry.  It is designed very 
much to be learner led and to encourage your creativity. 
 
This course will build your practical skills in areas such as digital graphics, comic book design, and 
multimedia.  You will get the opportunity to learn how to use professional, industry standard software, such 
as Photoshop. 
 
The course is intended for pupils who are passionate about creative media, and is an ideal companion or 
alternative to traditional artistic subjects. You will learn how ideas are turned into plans and then developed 
into professional quality media products. Attitude and effort are far more important to success than previous 
understanding or ability.  
 
The aim of the course is that, where possible, you will learn in a hands-on way.  All of your iMedia lessons 
will take place in a computer room and you will have access to digital cameras scanners, microphones and 
other equipment when the course requires them. 
 
You will spend some of your time learning relevant theoretical knowledge that will help you in your work.  For 
example: looking at how cameras work, understanding design concepts, learning about graphics files and 
exploring the rules of photography. You will then be able to put the theory into practice with practical 
projects such as creating a comic book, a DVD cover and 2d / 3d character design.  
 
Students should be aware of the continuous coursework nature of this subject and the long-term motivation 
and organisation that is necessary to meet the frequent deadlines and ultimately gain success. 
 
The assessment of this course will consist of a written exam (scheduled in Year 11) and two coursework 
projects. The coursework is based around client briefs and is intended to reflect the professional design 
process, from initial plans through to a review of the work completed. 
 
Students who are full of creative ideas and want to be able to turn them into professional quality media 
products will love this course. 
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DESIGN AND TECHNOLOGY GCSE                                                                       Mr A Jobson 
 
The Design and Technology course is truly a subject for the modern world. With the media informing us that 
there is a ‘skills gap’ in the job market for problem solving and creative thinkers, you will have the 
opportunity to prepare yourself to fill this gap. Good design has the ability to change the world and you can 
be part of that process. As a student you will develop your skills as innovative, creative designers with an 
awareness of new and emerging technologies.  
 

Creative industries are a major element of the UK economy and design technology courses are recognised 
as a route into this important field. For students wishing to progress into an engineering discipline at a higher 
academic level we are affiliated with the Arkwright scholarship scheme where annually, if selected, students 
are offered sponsorship while studying at A level and beyond.  
 
Once you have successfully completed Design and Technology GCSE you have the option to progress your 
studies in both DT Product Design and Fashion & Textiles at A level. Students in the past have then gone on 
to study a creative/ engineering-based courses at a higher level. Alternatively, students have progressed into 
an apprenticeship role. 
 
Coursework can be specialised depending on your individual preferences. These are categorised as: 
 

Design and Technology: Product Design 
 

D&T: Product Design focuses upon design, modelling and prototype production through a wide range of 
mixed media.  Through digital and practical methods, students are taught to communicate and realise their 
ideas through a range of hand-made and computer-generated outcomes. 

The course encourages students to become proficient at communicating original concepts.  Students will 
develop skills to critically and creatively analyse the work of others and recognise teamwork as an essential 
tool in product development in a global economy.  Students will also develop an understanding of how good 
design can improve lives and how resource planning can impact on the environment and the lives of people 
around the world. 

Potential projects we might undertake include merchandising for such as film and retail, modelling for 
packaging, interior design, corporate identity and branding, decorative cast aluminium objects and laser cut 
slot together toys. 

Students who have previously studied Product Design have moved into a variety of career paths, including; 
Graphic Design, Animation, Architecture, Interior Design, Engineering, Product Design, Digital Web Design, 
Advertising, Marketing and Corporate Branding, as well as more practical-based apprenticeships such as 
joinery. 

 

Design and Technology: Textiles  
 
D&T: Textiles is an exciting course for creative and innovative individuals or students wanting to build and 
develop these skills. We offer the opportunity to learn and apply a wide range of decorative techniques such 
as dyeing, printing, batik, applique, felt making, and free machine embroidery. Students work with a variety 
of fabrics whilst learning fabric manipulation and construction techniques. Throughout the course, pupils 
build upon their skills by accessing a range of technology within the department; this includes the sewing 
machines, the laser cutter, the overlocker and the CAD CAM machines. During the course you will have the 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=design+and+technology+grphics&view=detailv2&&id=822F9ADCD49A3E57827A72BBFDA6486410F12708&selectedIndex=0&ccid=nwD4WpFZ&simid=608010878951492494&thid=OIP.M9f00f85a9159409670ebaa5aec0bfc3bo0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=design+and+technology+grphics&view=detailv2&&id=27658CDE8185DECD79DF5EEE617B364D4B5C2A6B&selectedIndex=4&ccid=WhNWL0er&simid=608027221297268810&thid=OIP.M5a13562f47ab1e689fc686a880e1c0dco0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Resistant+Materials+&view=detailv2&&id=EE5B54167997054C8BFAA27BA869CD8F0C03C6BB&selectedIndex=2&ccid=cD1N%2bYtV&simid=607998157244990264&thid=OIP.M703d4df98b5554816406957a4d1abd99H0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=design+and+technology+textiles&view=detailv2&&id=E9E61EBCFA466D48E6671306D79BF0383C7BCE0D&selectedIndex=2&ccid=kGBaAfn/&simid=608005566076356856&thid=OIP.M90605a01f9ff3ad39f971f7c24258d6eH0
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opportunity to design and make a range of different fashion and textile products and will learn how to design 
in a variety of media. Communication of designs and fashion illustration techniques are intended to support 
students’ personal styles; working to their individual strengths and ideas.  
The first year is very experimental and we encourage you to combine decorative techniques in a supportive 
environment. Practical activities are linked to the theoretical aspect of the course where you will also learn 
about fashion history, design movements; looking at the products of designers past and present, 
manufacturing processes, retail company profiles and environmental issues. There is also an opportunity for 
a research trip to London visiting current fashion exhibitions. Past exhibitions include Mary Quant, Dior and 
Liberty for retail research.  
  
Students who have previously specialised in Textiles have become fashion designers, studied costume 
design, or moved into fashion advertising, marketing, buying, merchandising or apprenticeships. Other 
destinations could be performance sportswear, technical textiles, interior design, fashion photography and 
fashion journalism. Careers in this field often lead to research trips abroad. This is an ideal subject to study 
alongside Business Studies, Art, Science, Maths and English. 
 
Both pathways are assessed in the same way. 

• 50% exam - This is an examined unit which covers all of the knowledge of Design and Technology 

developed over the 2 years of study. 

• 50% NEA Coursework project based on a context set by the examination board. 

Either of the Design and Technology courses would suit students who are keen to design original concepts 
and who enjoy designing and making prototypes in response to issues, needs, problems and opportunities 
and are interested in new technologies and work alongside professionals able to encourage them to realise 
their ideas. 

     

DRAMA GCSE                    Mrs C Windrum 
Do you like learning actively? Do you enjoy working with others? Do you want to develop your ability to 
communicate, interpret and evaluate? If the answer is yes than this varied course is for you! 
 
In this subject, students develop critical thinking skills and become effective and independent learners. With 
the focus on working imaginatively, collaborating creatively and communicating effectively, GCSE Drama 
provides a solid foundation for further Drama studies and work in the creative industries, developing 
interpersonal skills and students’ abilities to present themselves well. Universities and employers really value 
confident students who are able to work with a range of people and take a lead on tasks. Even if you are not 
wanting to pursue a career in the Arts, Drama GCSE is invaluable as you will develop transferable skills that 
will benefit you in school and beyond. 
 
The course aims to encourage and develop your ability to work imaginatively and creatively, to co-operate 
with others and to communicate effectively. You will be inspired to develop your interest in and your 
understanding of Drama and Theatre.  The course seeks to help you become more aware of yourself, and be 
more sensitive and responsive to others through practical and creative activities.   
 
Throughout the course you will take part in a wide range of practical Drama activities including 
improvisation, scripted work, and devised work, as well as working as a director and a designer. 
 
You will also have the opportunity to explore: 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=drama&view=detailv2&&id=FDC52A7EEA17CA74711755508D06B8FED1720FB9&selectedIndex=155&ccid=KoVpeloQ&simid=608045908697811286&thid=OIP.M2a85697a5a1064b2daf3d6e4d3dea6a0o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Acting&view=detailv2&&id=F1DCB92B173B2229E7FBF51C98202AEB36E12217&selectedIndex=109&ccid=Xra3AeSp&simid=608030588557134350&thid=OIP.M5eb6b701e4a9f792c02631ac1d6554dao0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=Sound+and+Stage+Lighting&view=detailv2&&id=48C4C6303FF5A3F921C678966A04BDF49E6E969E&selectedIndex=1&ccid=Q/5/og3a&simid=608027758177616229&thid=OIP.M43fe7fa20dda28a36f3fcb5aeb7f8e28H0
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• Knowledge and understanding of style, genre and social context 

• Performance techniques – interpretation, improvisation, voice, physicality, stage relationships 
with others 

• Design skills – interpretation, visual and design impacts and the use of scenic devices 

• Technical abilities – lighting, sound, technology and appropriate equipment 

• Collaboration and communication skills to develop enquiring and reflective minds 

• Independent thinking and working. 
You will be asked to analyse and review your own Drama work, as well as that of others, in discussion and in 
writing. In order to get the best out of the course you should enjoy working with others in a co-operative, 
positive way, and should be prepared to approach new ideas with an open mind.  If you enjoy Drama lessons 
at present, that is a good start. It is a good choice for anyone who enjoys a mixture of practical and theoretical 
work. Given the nature of the course, to be successful in Drama you will need to be willing to perform in 
front of an audience, work with different people, attend Theatre trips after school and be able to work 
independently and in a group. 
 
This course is assessed through three components: 
Component One: Understanding Drama Written exam: 1 hour and 45 minutes (40% of GCSE) 
 

What is assessed: 
Knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre 
Study of one set play  
Analysis and evaluation of the work of live theatre makers by reviewing a live performance you have seen 
  
The exam is structured in three sections: 
Section A: multiple choice (4 marks) 
Section B: four questions on a given extract from the set play chosen (46 marks) 
Section C: one question (from a choice) on the work of theatre makers in a single live theatre production 
you have seen (30 marks) 

Component Two: Devising drama (Practical, 40% of GCSE) 

This component is marked by teachers and moderated by AQA 
 

What is assessed: 
Process of creating drama 
Performance of devised drama (students may contribute as performer or designer) worth 60 marks 
Analysis and evaluation of own work in a devising log worth 20 marks 
 

Component Three:  
Texts in Practice (Practical, 20% of GCSE)  
This component is marked by AQA 
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ENGINEERING (LEVEL 2)                   Mr A Jobson 
Engineering is a driving force in the UK’s economy, accounting for 21.4% (£1.2 trillion) of the UK’s £5.7 trillion 
turnover in 2018. However, there is a considerable shortage of appropriately skilled workers in the 
engineering sector. One of the reasons for this is due to a lack of awareness among young people of the 
educational routes into engineering occupations, despite the fact that pursuing STEM subjects remains a 
priority for many young people, and, according to Engineering UK2, the proportion of young people aged 11 
to 14 who said they would consider a career in engineering was 54.7% in 2019. 
Throughout this course learners will develop a range of skills, including research and independent-learning 
skills, communication and teamwork skills and presentation skills. This course has been designed to give 
learners the opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the engineering sector. The core 
units establish and build the essential knowledge and practical skills that are valued in the engineering sector.  
 
Assessment for this course is made up of three units: 
Unit 1 provides learners with the opportunity to interpret different types of engineering information in order 
to plan how to manufacture engineering products.  Learners will develop knowledge, understanding and 
skills in using a range of engineering tools and equipment in order to manufacture and test an end product. 
 
Unit 2 allows learners to explore how an engineered product is adapted and improved over time, and it 
offers learners the opportunity to apply their knowledge and understanding to adapt an existing component, 
element or part of the engineering outcome that they manufactured for Unit 1. 
 
Unit 3 introduces learners to a range of considerations that impact on engineering design and how modern 
engineering has had an impact on modern day life at home, work and in society in general. 
 
Unit 1 Manufacturing engineering products Internal  40% of the qualification 
Unit 2 Designing engineering products    20% of the qualification 
Unit 3  Written exam - 1 ½ hours    20% of the qualification 
 
Completion of this course provides a suitable foundation for further study within the sector through A level 
Design and Technology-Product Design, a range of college courses or progression onto an apprenticeship. 
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ENTERPRISE (LEVEL 2)                                                                                                                                Mr G Maloy 
 
The BTEC Tech Award in Enterprise is a qualification that encourages you to develop the practical skills that 
will be of great benefit in the world of work. You will be asked to develop and implement many of the vital 
entrepreneurial strategies that would enable you to set up and ultimately run a successful business in the 
future. Planning, marketing and financial skills are all covered to allow you to gain a broad understanding of 
the way business enterprises operate in the modern world. 
 
The aim of the course is to encourage you to develop practical skills such as market research, planning, 
promotional and financial skills that will be of use when you enter the world of work or run your own 
business.  Rather than simply learning about topics in the classroom, the emphasis will also be on developing 
the skills that will allow you to be successful in the world of enterprise. You would be expected to:  

• Develop key skills that provide aptitude in planning an enterprise activity, including market research, 
planning, carrying out financial transactions, communicating and problem solving 

• Gain knowledge that underpins the effective use of skills such as the features and characteristics of 
enterprise and entrepreneurs and the internal and external factors that can affect the performance 
of enterprise 

• Develop attitudes and ways of working that are considered most important for enterprise including 
monitoring and reflecting on performance of an enterprise idea and use of own skills 

 
There are two coursework components and one external test component. The coursework components are 
each worth 30% of total marks and the examined component 40%. In your coursework, you will learn the 
theory of enterprise, and then be asked to apply your knowledge. The first component of work involves the 
investigation of a range of local business enterprises where you will be finding out about the skills and 
qualities that are required to run a successful in business and the factors that can affect its success. The 
second follows on from this and centres on you selecting a business idea you feel would be successful in the 
local area and justifying why it would work, through, for example, the market research information and 
costings you have found. The last component is a 2 hour examination, centred on a case study with a number 
of questions set that test your understanding of the promotional and financial skills required to run an 
enterprise. This examination can be retaken once if required.  
 

Component Description of assessment 

1 Exploring Enterprises 30% of total marks: Coursework 

2 Planning for & Pitching and Enterprise Activity 30% of total marks: Coursework 

3 Promotion and Finance for Business 40% of total marks: Externally set 2 hour 
examination – can be retaken once only 
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FOOD PREPARATION AND NUTRITION GCSE                                              Mr A Jobson 
Food technology is one of the growing industries. In fact over 20% of the top 100 British companies are in 
food manufacturing.  
Some examples of careers in food are: Dietician, Nutritionist, Food Sales and Promotion, Food Wholesaler, 
Purchaser, Product Developer, Consumer Technologist (Sensory Analysis and Product Tasting), Chef, Baker, 
Caterer, Food Journalist or Critic, Environmental Health Officer, Health and Safety Inspector or Food 
Service Management. 
 
This is an exciting and practical-based course for those who enjoy a ‘hands on’ approach to the making of 
food products as well as investigating the wider aspects of food preparation and nutrition. Written topics 
give students the opportunity to follow independent study as well as to develop an understanding of key 
areas within food, nutrition and health. It will give you valuable and key life skills enabling you to cook and 
make informed choices about what and how well you eat. To be successful on this course you will need to 
plan ahead to bring practical ingredients once a week, be able to work independently and in a group on food 
science investigation tasks and be able to work independently on set tasks and meet deadlines.  
 
You will study different areas of food preparation and nutrition with emphasis upon the development of 
food preparation skills, nutrition and health. It will also include food safety, science and choice within the 
context of an ethical and morally sound environment.  
This course is assessed through: 

• A written examination at the end of the course worth 50% of GCSE mark  

• Non-examined assessments (worth 50% of the GCSE mark) consisting of one food investigation and one 

3 hour food preparation practical task.  

Non-examined assessment task 1 – Food Science Investigation  

Non-examined assessment task 2 – Food preparation assessment  

 

    
 
FOUNDATION LEARNING PROGRAMME (LEVEL 1)                                                             Mrs A Mehta  
 
What We Offer 
On the Foundation Learning Programme students will work towards the Edexcel BTEC Level 1 Award in 
WorkSkills. Through the BTEC WorkSkills qualification students will complete units linked to skills required 
for the workplace. This is a practical course that will give students the opportunity to: 
• Engage in learning that is relevant to them and their interests. It will provide opportunities to develop 

skills and techniques that are essential for the work place. 
• Achieve a nationally recognised Level 1 vocationally-related qualification with the potential for also 

achieving an Entry Level qualification. 
• Progress to related general and/or vocational Level 1 and 2 qualifications at local colleges or bespoke 
 providers at Post 16.  
In addition to this, over the course students will:  
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• Develop literacy and numeracy skills that will be transferable to their other GCSE subjects. Some 

students may work towards completing Entry Level English and Maths qualifications.   

• Prepare for adult life and develop skills which are valuable for future employment.   

The BTEC Level 1 Award in WorkSkills is internally assessed so there is no end of course exam. To gain the 
qualification students will need to complete accredited units and build up a portfolio of evidence that 
demonstrates they have met the assessment criteria. Some topics covered in the course include:   

• Responding to work related problems  

• Supporting Health and Safety at work  

• Developing work related numeracy skills 

 

   
 
FRENCH GCSE                                                                                                                                  Mr A Kennedy  
Want to stand out from the crowd, increase your brain capacity and have a better memory too?  Keep calm 
and continue to study French! 
                                                                                                                           
Languages work well alongside all subjects and can open many doors for you in the future. Imagine 6 months 
studying Engineering at a university in Grenoble, working for the tourist board in Paris, doing a ski season in 
the Alps, a gap year doing voluntary work in French speaking countries in Africa – French GCSE will be a 
stepping stone towards this being a reality. 
  
The ability to communicate is an important life skill whatever path you take and this is the foundation of 
learning a modern foreign language. Studying GCSE French can lead you on to learning other languages and 
is highly valuable to business and industry in Great Britain.  A qualification in French is highly regarded in the 
academic world and, at a time when there is an acute shortage of people who speak a second language, 
enhances your employment prospects. Learning another language is also an insight into another culture: its 
music, art, film, literature and ways of thinking. 
 
You will develop further the skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing so that you can better 
understand the French language and can understand and express ideas and opinions clearly and in detail. 
You will do grammar work, vocabulary learning and be expected to undertake work from memory. In class 
you will work in pairs, groups and on your own when working with texts, doing listening tasks or producing 
longer more detailed responses to questions. 
 
The French GCSE is examined across four skill areas; listening, reading, speaking and writing. All four will be 
examined at the end of Year 11 and pupils can be entered for either Foundation or Higher tier.  
 

Listening 
Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation tier), 45 minutes (Higher tier) 
40 marks (Foundation tier), 50 marks (Higher tier) 
Speaking 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
7–9 minutes (Foundation tier) + 15 minutes' supervised preparation time 
10–12 minutes (Higher tier) + 15 minutes' supervised preparation time 
50 marks (for each of Foundation tier and Higher tier) 
Reading 
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Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation tier), 1 hour (Higher tier) 
50 marks (for each of Foundation tier and Higher tier) 
Writing 
Written exam: 1 hour 10 minutes (Foundation tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier) 
50 marks (for each of Foundation tier and Higher tier) 

 

   
 
GEOGRAPHY GCSE                                                                                                                                Mr P Hickling 
 
The GCSE Geography course is an exciting and popular course which builds upon the knowledge, 
understanding and skills established during Key Stage 3.  Geography is all around us and students enjoy 
investigating relevant issues that can be seen and heard every day.  A large proportion of GCSE students go 
on to study Geography at A Level and university. Students will develop transferable skills that enhance their 
job opportunities, for example the ability to analyse information, to use evidence to form arguments and to 
evaluate issues from different points of view and to collaborate together in a team. Students will study both 
physical and human Geography themes and they will investigate the links between them.  Students will 
explore questions such as: 
 

• Why are the effects of earthquakes often worse in low income countries? 

• Why do people live in areas at risk from volcanic eruptions? 

• What are the damaging effects of hurricanes and are they becoming more frequent? 

• How will people be affected by more extreme weather in the UK? 

• How have different coastal and river landscapes been formed? 

• Why do megacities exist and how might they change in the future? 

• How can cities be managed so that they are sustainable and eco-friendly? 

• How can people’s quality of life in poorer countries be improved? 

• What are the different options for using resources more sustainably? 
 
There are three written exams that are taken at the end of Year 11. 
 

Unit 1 Physical environment (natural hazards, the living world & UK 
physical landscapes) 

1 hour 30 minutes 
35% of the GCSE 

Unit 2 Human environment (urban issues, changing economic 
world & resources) 

1 hour 30 minutes 
35% of the GCSE 

Unit 3 Geographical applications (Section A: students get a resource 
booklet two months before the exam to research and 
prepare answers. Section B: fieldwork – students will answer 
questions about their fieldwork studies) 

1 hour 30 minutes 
30% of the GCSE 

 
For all of the exams, there will be a combination of multiple choice questions, short answers and extended 
answers. The GCSE Geography course is suitable for students of all abilities and the lesson activities are 
modified to ensure that they are appropriate.  
 
Geography is taught in a lively, interactive and interesting way where teachers give the students the 
opportunity to learn using a wide variety of resources, for example the internet, photographs, maps, 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=rivers&view=detailv2&&id=77A762BE3E482B09596DB8C0F6DF0F824E691FE0&selectedIndex=8&ccid=AMTN/YmC&simid=608016084447399909&thid=OIP.M00c4cdfd898272a5ae9be481481893b9o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=urban+issues&view=detailv2&&id=5C35B6E6C1C4AAD857AAAD2E9001897AC5326AB1&selectedIndex=23&ccid=3PvaJo5T&simid=607996336192094966&thid=OIP.Mdcfbda268e539674e7beda77ae008d31o0
http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=wind+mills&view=detailv2&&id=30C494D56B015212D04DCD1CB39962B8E53C5064&selectedIndex=1&ccid=GtFZvGZZ&simid=607999806524031368&thid=OIP.M1ad159bc6659de6fde4f82ab7ec1840aH0


 

 

19 

 

newspaper articles and other information sources. Students will be expected to use these resources to 
investigate the causes, effects and responses of the issues that are being studied.  
 
Students enjoy finding out about actual places and events and showing their findings through written work, 
diagrams and presentations.   
 
Students are expected to carry out both physical and human fieldwork. The physical fieldwork will involve 
investigating how a river near Malham changes downstream and the human fieldwork will involve assessing 
liveability in the local area. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
HEALTH AND SOCIAL CARE (LEVEL 2)                 Mrs C McIntosh                                                                                           
The NHS is one of the largest employers in the world, with over 1.3 million staff. The NHS offers a huge 
range of exciting and challenging opportunities, with more than 300 different careers for individuals with a 
wide range of interests, skills and qualifications, including: Midwife, Paramedic, Adult Nursing, Children’s 
Nursing, Occupational Therapy, Physiotherapy Social Worker, Working with Children, Young People and 
Families Speech and Language Therapy. 
 
The Cambridge National in Health and Social Care will encourage students to understand and apply the 
fundamental principles and concepts of the rights of individuals and person-centred values to health and 
social care scenarios.  It will explain effective communication and how to protect individuals in health and 
social care settings.  The course aims to develop learning and practical skills that can be applied to real-life 
contexts and work situations. Students will develop skills such as thinking creatively, innovatively, 
analytically, logically and critically.  The students will also develop independence and confidence in using 
skills that would be relevant to the health and social care sector.  
 
This course is intended to give students: 

• The opportunity to gain a broad understanding and knowledge of the health and social care sector.  

• The opportunity to develop a range of personal skills and techniques which are essential for successful 
performance in working life.  

• Support for progression into a more specialised level 3 vocational or academic course or into an 
apprenticeship. 

 
The course is assessed through coursework (60% of final mark) and an external examination (40% of final 
mark). 
 
The two mandatory units are: 
 • R032: Principles of care in health and social care settings  
This unit is assessed by an exam. In this unit you will learn about the key topics that are important when 
caring for and protecting people in health and social care.  
Topics include:  
Topic Area 1: The rights of service users in health and social care settings 
Topic Area 2: Person-centred values  
Topic Area 3: Effective communication in health and social care settings   
Topic Area 4: Protecting service users and service providers in health and social care settings  
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• R033: Supporting individuals through life events  
This unit is assessed by a Set Assignment. In this unit you will learn about growth and development 
through the life stages. You will also learn how to understand the needs of individuals who have been 
affected by life events and how to recommend support to meet their needs.  
Topics include: 
Topic Area 1: Life stages 
Topic Area 2: Impacts of life events 
Topic Area 3: Sources of support 

• The optional unit is:R034: Creative and therapeutic activities  

This unit is assessed by a Set Assignment. In this unit you will research therapies and learn about how they 
can benefit people. You will also learn about the benefits of creative activities and you will plan and deliver 
a creative activity to a group or individual.  
Topics include:  
Topic Area 1: Therapies and their benefits 
Topic Area 2: Creative activities and their benefits 
Topic Area 3: Plan a creative activity for individuals or groups in a health or social care setting 
Topic Area 4: Deliver a creative activity and evaluate your own performance 
 
 

   
 
HISTORY GCSE                                                                                                  Miss T Bowen 
      
“Historians are dangerous people, they are capable of changing everything!” Nikita Khrushchev 
 
People think that only Historians and History Teachers need History and History skills but they are wrong! 
The study of people is at the heart of History – their feelings, attitudes, prejudices and motivation. This 
understanding is very useful for receptionists, hairdressers and beauticians, to teachers, the Health Service, 
Social Work and Personnel. History teaches interviewing and enquiry skills, which are useful skills for a TV 
researcher, investigative reporter, market researcher, or uniformed services. Historians know how to read 
documents, ignore irrelevancies, separate propaganda from the truth, and circumstantial from hard 
evidence useful for careers in law, administration and politics. History requires extended, logical, reasoned 
debate in writing, leading to jobs in the Civil Service, Law and Journalism. Historical knowledge can lead to 
jobs such as, Artists, Architects, Designers, Librarians, Archaeologists, Archivists and Tourist Guides. 
Historical concepts such as ‘cause and consequence’ and ‘change and continuity’ are essential in any job 
which requires analysis and strategy – which includes jobs such as the Army, Teaching, Advertising, Medicine, 
Banking and Accountancy.  
 
The study of History teaches information handling, communicating ideas, flexibility and tolerance – skills 
now regarded as essential in Industry. Historians solve problems and evaluate solutions, often by doing 
problem-solving group-work; skills essential in management in Industry and the Public Services, and in 
research and development teams in Science and Engineering. 
 
The aim of GCSE History is to allow you to study a British and Non-British period in depth, a wider world 
study, and a thematic study. By studying History you will have the opportunity to develop your skills in 
handling, analysis, problem solving, evaluation and interpretation.  In addition we will improve your debating 
skills and your ability to discuss complex issues, communicating your ideas with confidence. 
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You will be taught in a range of innovative and interesting ways.  We aim to bring the topics we study to life 
through discussion, debate, drama and presentation work. If you like to argue and debate then we are the 
subject for you. No two lessons will ever be the same.   
 
Assessment is through two exams that are taken at the end of Year 11.  
Paper 1: Understanding the modern world  

• Written exam: 2 hours 

• 50% of GCSE 

• Section A: Period Study: America, 1920-1973 

o 1920’s: Boom time, consumer society, prohibition, gangsters, KKK, immigration 

o 1930’s: Wall St Crash, Depression, The New Deal, impact of the 2nd World War 

o Post- war America: The American Dream, McCarthyism, Rock & Roll, racial tension, Civil Rights 

Movement. 

o 6 Compulsory questions 

• Section B: Wider world depth study: Conflict and tension between East and west. 1945-72 

o The causes of the Cold War: Yalta and Potsdam, The Iron Curtain,  

o The development of the Cold War: NATO and the Warsaw Pact, Hungarian Rising. 

o The Transformation of the Cold War: : Berlin Wall, Cuba, Czechoslovakia 

o 4 Compulsory questions 

Paper 2: Shaping the nation 

• Written exam: 2 hours 

• 50% of GCSE 

• Section A: Thematic study: Power and the people. 1215-20th Century 

o Challenging authority: Magna Carta, the Peasants’ Revolt, Civil War, and American Revolution. 

o Reform & reformers: Great Reformers, Chartism, workers movements. 

o Equality and Rights: Women’s rights, workers’ rights, minority rights. 

o 4 Compulsory questions 

• Section B: British Depth Study: Norman England, 1066-1100 

o The Norman-conquest and control: Battles of Stamford Bridge and Hastings, the Harrying of 

the North 

o Life under the Normans: Feudal system, Domesday Book 

o The Norman Church: church and monasteries. 

o The historic environment: Study of a specific site: could be a castle, cathedral, abbey. 

o 4 Compulsory questions 

“Only a good for nothing is not interested in his past.” Sigmund Freud 
 

 
 
HOSPITALITY AND CATERING (LEVEL 2)                          Mr A Jobson  
 
Hospitality and catering is a dynamic, vibrant and innovative sector delivering vital jobs, growth and 
investment in the heart of our local communities which, in turn are important culturally, socially and 
economically. The sector is a major contributor to the UK economy, employing 2.9 million people and 
generating £130bn in economic activity, while paying £38bn in taxation to fund important local and 
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national services. Hospitality is the 3rd largest private sector employer in the UK; double the size of 
financial services and bigger than automotive, pharmaceuticals and aerospace combined. By studying this 
course you will develop a range of skills which are attractive to employers, colleges and universities 
including: communication, confidence, learning independently, organisation, problem solving, research, 
self-discipline and time management. 
  
This qualification is made up of 2 units,  
Unit 1: The Hospitality and Catering industry.  
In this unit you will: 
• Learn about the hospitality and catering industry, the types of hospitality and catering providers 

and about working in the industry.  
• Learn about health and safety, and food safety in hospitality and catering, as well as food related 

causes of ill health. 
Unit 2: Hospitality and Catering in action.  

In this unit you will:  
• Learn about the importance of nutrition and how cooking methods can impact on nutritional value.  
• Learn how to plan nutritious menus as well as factors which affect menu planning. You will learn 

the skills and techniques needed to prepare, cook and present dishes as well as learning how to 
review your work effectively. 

 
Given the practical nature of the course, those studying Hospitality and Catering must buy and bring 
practical ingredients to lessons when needed, sometimes for set food products and others your own choice 
based on current topics.  
 
You will be assessed through a written examination and an assignment. 
• Unit 1 will be assessed through an exam, which is worth 40% of your qualification.  
• In Unit 2 you will complete an assignment where you will plan and prepare a menu in response to a 

brief. This will be worth 60% of your qualification and will take 12 hours. 
 
 

   
 
MUSIC GCSE                                                                                                                           Mrs H Fletcher 
                       
Do you love to play music? Do you write your own music, or would like to learn more about writing your own 
music? Do you listen to a lot of music in your own time by a range of different people? Studying Music GCSE 
allows you to develop as a performer on any instrument or using your voice. You will compose your own 
music in different styles and will be able to build on the work you have completed throughout Key Stage 3, 
listening to and analysing a range of different music from around the world and from different times. Music 
allows you to express yourself, to be creative and to develop a knowledge of new and exciting styles that 
you may have never heard before. With support from the Music department staff and our team of visiting 
instrumental and vocal teachers you will develop new skills, explore new ideas and be able to write about 
music in an academic style, as well as playing it. This is an exciting, enjoyable, and valuable GCSE that can 
help you to develop a range of transferable skills across all of your other subjects and beyond. 
 
GCSE Music provides an opportunity to gain a deeper understanding of widely ranging musical styles.  You 
will be encouraged to use your practical skills in order to investigate musical genres, techniques and 
concepts, in addition to making recordings for your coursework, performing as a soloist and part of an 
ensemble.  The Music that you will listen to and study is drawn from a varied spectrum, including film music, 
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pop music, classical styles, musical theatre and fusion music from around the world. The study of these styles 
will help you to develop your own composing style, and the ability to analyse music.  The aim of the course 
is to develop a mature and well-balanced understanding of music, preparing you as a well-rounded musician 
who can perform and compose to a confident standard. 
 
GCSE Music lessons are focused on the following elements: 
Composition which can be for all types of instruments and voice. You will learn how to write down your 
ideas in different styles and explore computer software to record your work. This is assessed through two 
pieces (each of approximately 2 minutes length) worth 30% of the final mark.  
Performance: You will perform two pieces on an instrument of your own choice – one solo and one as part 
of an ensemble. Any instrument or voice may be used. Performances will need to be of around Grade 3 
standard as a minimum. You do not need to be this standard when beginning the course; this is the standard 
expected by the start of Year 11. Your performance skills are assessed through one solo piece and one 
ensemble performance (lasting a minimum of 4 minutes in total) worth 30% of the final mark.  
 
Listening: Preparation for the Listening paper will involve learning about, and responding to, a wide variety 
of styles of music with Set Works ranging from Classical to Popular and Musical Theatre.  There is a 
requirement for students to read and write staff notation and respond to unfamiliar music in the exam – you 
will be given help with this if you need it! Your listening skills are assessed through an examination at the 
end of the course based around the set works studied and applying musical understanding to pieces of music. 
This is worth 40% of the final mark.  
 

    
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION GCSE                                     Mr W Wardell 
GCSE PE is a fascinating and wide-ranging subject that enables students to develop their skills and knowledge 
in the sports they love, alongside studying sport and exercise as an academic subject, opening the door to 
numerous opportunities and careers.   
Many young people have a great passion for sport and exercise and there is an abundance of sporting talent 
in school in a range of different activities. GCSE PE gives students the chance to build on the skills they have 
developed during KS3 and be rewarded for their performance in their 3 best activities in the form of a GCSE 
qualification.  
There is however much more to GCSE PE than practical sport. PE as a subject has progressed significantly in 
recent years to reflect the expansion of the sports industry as a whole. Students will receive an in-depth 
insight into sport as an academic subject, and the majority of the course and marks available is focused on 
this varied academic content. Sports science is an ever-expanding industry with links to many aspects of life. 
Students will study Anatomy and Physiology, Biomechanics and Sports Psychology and go into great detail 
on how the body and mind works and its connection to sporting performance. This prepares students for 
further education and careers in a multitude of different pathways. Students also study sport sociology and 
the barriers certain people face to participation and ways to overcome them in, addition to sport as a 
business and the effects of commercialisation.  
Understanding the importance of a healthy, active lifestyle is a central theme throughout the PE curriculum. 
GCSE PE students study the importance of physical, mental and social health which can benefit themselves 
and others. This is in addition to learning how to train the body to improve different areas of health and 
fitness, all of which will be key knowledge throughout their lives.  
GCSE PE has common links to many other subjects and is an excellent choice to help learners of all abilities 
develop sporting skills and talent, academic achievement and a well-rounded skill set and prepares them for 
progression to further studies. 
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The students that choose GCSE PE have a great interest and passion for sport and are motived to learn and 
achieve studying something they love. This creates a great atmosphere in lessons where the students are 
given the chance to develop existing knowledge and are introduced to brand new topics from the world of 
sport. The course is 40% practical and 60% theory and this is reflected in the allocation of time between the 
two with the majority of lessons taking place in the classroom. Here, students are able to learn in an engaging 
environment, using a variety of resources supported by experienced staff. Lessons are very interactive and 
students are given the opportunity to discuss sport and exercise, offer different opinions and learn about 
the science of sport, society, the human body and mind. Students are taught to effectively communicate 
their knowledge and arguments through written work, group activities and presentations. 
The practical element is focused on developing sporting talent to achieve the highest marks possible. There 
is focus on high level skill and technique, advanced strategy and tactics, challenging progressive drills and 
game play. The students are able to participate in and learn a range of sports in order to build their repertoire 
of relevant skills, with their strongest 3 marks making up the practical element of their GCSE. If a student 
plays at a high level out of school, or does an activity that we cannot provide, video evidence can be used to 
ensure they receive the marks they deserve.  
 
GCSE PE is assessed through a combination of written exams, coursework and practical assessment.  
 
 

 
 

Theory 60% (written exams) Practical 40%  

Paper 1: The human 
body and movement in 

physical activity and 
sport 

 

Paper 2: Socio-cultural 
influences and well-

being in physical 
activity and sport 

Practical Performance Coursework 

What is assessed 
• Applied anatomy and 

physiology 
• Movement analysis 

• Physical training 
• Use of data 

 

What is assessed 
• Sports psychology 

• Socio-cultural 
influences 

• Health, fitness and 
well-being 

• Use of data 

What is assessed 
Practical performance 

in three different 
physical activities (one 
in a team activity, one 
in an individual activity 
and a third in either a 

team or in an individual 
activity). 

What is assessed 
A written analysis and 

evaluation of 
performance to bring 
about improvement in 

one activity. 

How it is assessed 
• Written exam: 1 hour 

15 minutes 
• 78 marks 

• 30% of GCSE 

How it is assessed 
• Written exam: 1 hour 

15 minutes 
• 78 marks 

• 30% of GCSE 

How it is assessed 
• Assessed by teachers 
• Moderated by AQA 

• 75 marks (25 per 
sport) 

• 30% of GCSE 
 

For each of their three 
activities, students will 
be assessed in skills in 
progressive drills (10 

marks per activity) and 
in the full context (15 

marks per activity). 

How it is assessed 
Assessed by teachers 
• Moderated by AQA 

• 25 marks 
• 10% of GCSE 

 
Students will be 

assessed on their 
analysis (15 marks) and 
evaluation (10 marks) 

of performance to 
bring about 

improvement in one 
activity. 

Types of Questions 
 

A mixture of multiple choice/objective test 
questions, short answer questions and extended 

answer questions. 
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RELIGIOUS EDUCATION GCSE                     Mr S Nesbitt 
As part of the core, compulsory curriculum, students will study the Short Course GCSE programme which is 
equivalent to half a GCSE. The details shown below are for the optional Full Course GCSE programme. Given 
the students that choose this option will cover part of the Full Course Religious Education programme within 
their Short Course lesson time, students will also be expected to complete an additional Foundation  Project 
Qualification (FPQ) as part of this option.  
 
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
You will cover a range of topics that will equip you to better operate in our modern multi-faith society. You 
will learn the skills of argument and evaluation, as well as writing concise GCSE style answers.  By the end of 
the course you will be in a better position to negotiate the complexities of religious teachings, ethical 
dilemmas and current political issues. 86% of the world’s population claim to believe in God; globalisation 
makes religious and ethical beliefs a part of all western societies. Therefore, the course is relevant to the 
experiences of us all.   
 
Specifically the course includes the study of: 

• Christian Beliefs* 

• Christian Practices 

• Islam Beliefs* 

• Islam Practices 
Ethics: 

• Religion and Relationships* 

• Religion, War and Peace* 

• Religion & Human Rights  

• Existence of God 

• Religion & Life 

• Crime & Punishment 

*  indicates content covered in short course lessons 
 
Assessment is through two examinations taken at the end of Year 11. Both exams are 1 hour 45 minutes in 

length.  

Exam one: Religions of Christianity and Islam 

Exam two: Religion and Ethical studies.  
 
Where might it lead? 
Philosophy & Ethics is an ideal subject for everyone entering higher education or the world of work as 
students will broaden their mind and gain a greater understanding of the world.  The subject will especially 
help those considering a career in law, medicine, teaching, politics, global politics, journalism, civil service 
and health professions.  
 
Foundation Project Qualification  
This qualification is designed as an extension opportunity from other studies or qualifications. The aim of the 
qualification is to allow students to explore areas of learning linked to personal interest and to develop independent 
learning skills. The students select a topic of investigation which is agreed as appropriate by the centre (Fulford 
Religious Studies Department). Allocated teaching time is offered to students to support their development of a variety 
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of key skills. The skills developed are hypothiesis, evaluation of objectives in relation to outcomes, communication 
skills, media skills, data anlysis, quantitative research, qualitative research, problem solving, personal record keeping, 
creativity, critical decision making and flexibility. 
The FPQ are assessed through the completion of a project on a topic of your choice.  
Within this project you are expected to: 

•  Choose an area of interest 

•  Draft a title and clarify the aims of the project (these need to be approved by the centre) 

•  Plan, research and carry out the project 

•  Deliver a presentation based on your project to a non-specialist audience  

•  Provice evidence of all stages of the project development 

•  Maintain a project logbook to evidence your work on the project 

 
 

A01 Manage: How well the student has carried out the tasks of the project.  20% 

A02 Effectiveness of the research. To collate and select information from a range of 
sources.  

20% 

A03 Use of technologies and problem solving skills to complete the set task / 
investigation.  

40% 

A04 Review. Analysie outcomes and draw conclusion from the work. To 
communicate evident in an appropriate manner.  

20% 

 
www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/level-one/projects-7991/specification 

 
 
 

   
 
 
SPANISH GCSE                                                                                                                                            Mr A Kennedy  
Over 500 million people speak Spanish today, making it the 3rd most widely spoken language in the world 
behind Mandarin Chinese and English.  25 different nations speak Spanish either as the official language or 
as a primary language.  
 
Speaking Spanish is an excellent way to get ahead in the world today. If you want to set yourself apart and 
be successful in the future, why not choose to study Spanish at GCSE? 
 
An understanding of a modern foreign language is an important life skill which is highly valued by business 
and industry in Great Britain and abroad.  The further study of a foreign language combines well with any of 
the business courses, humanities, technology courses or creative options. A qualification in a modern foreign 
language is highly regarded in the academic world and, at a time when there is an acute shortage of linguists, 
enhances your employment prospects. 
By studying GCSE Spanish, you will develop further the skills of reading, speaking, listening and writing in 
Spanish so that you can better understand Spanish TV, radio, newspapers and magazines.  You will have 
plenty of opportunity to practise speaking Spanish in lessons.  Your writing skills will improve through 
practice in using a variety of written styles so that you can communicate over a range of useful topics and 
are therefore well prepared for the GCSE exam.   
  
The Spanish GCSE is examined across all four skill areas; listening, reading, speaking and writing. All four will 
be examined at the end of Year 11 and pupils can be entered for either Foundation or Higher tier. 

http://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/projects/level-one/projects-7991/specification
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Listening 
Written exam: 35 minutes (Foundation tier), 45 minutes (Higher tier) 
40 marks (Foundation tier), 50 marks (Higher tier) 
Speaking 
Non-exam assessment (NEA) 
7–9 minutes (Foundation tier) + 15 minutes' supervised preparation time 
10–12 minutes (Higher tier) + 15 minutes' supervised preparation time 
50 marks (for each of Foundation tier and Higher tier) 
Reading 
Written exam: 45 minutes (Foundation tier), 1 hour (Higher tier) 
50 marks (for each of Foundation tier and Higher tier) 
Writing 
Written exam: 1 hour 10 minutes (Foundation tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher tier) 
50 marks (for each of Foundation tier and Higher tier) 

 
 

 
 
TRAVEL AND TOURISM (LEVEL 2)                           Mr P Hickling 
This qualification is for learners interested in taking a hands-on course that will offer them a practical 
introduction to life and work in the dynamic travel and tourism industry, allowing them to make an informed 
decision about their future learning and career. This course will give learners the opportunity to develop 
sector-specific applied knowledge and technical skills in a practical learning environment. They will develop 
key transferable skills through vocational contexts, by exploring products and services offered by different 
travel and tourism organisations, the features of popular tourist destinations, how organisations use market 
research and trends to identify and meet customer needs requirements, and the factors that influence global 
travel and tourism. The qualification enables learners to develop their transferable skills, such as researching, 
planning, and making decisions and judgements. 
 
This course is assessed through two coursework components and one external test component. The 
coursework components are each worth 30% of total marks and the examined component 40%. In your 
coursework, you will learn the theory of travel and tourism, and then be asked to apply your knowledge. 
The first component of work involves the investigation of a range of organisations and destinations.  The 
second follows on from this and centres on understanding customer needs in within the travel and tourism 
industry. The third component is a 2 hour examination, centred on understanding influences on global 
travel and tourism.  This examination can be retaken once if required.  
 

Component Description of assessment 

1 Travel and Tourism Organisations and 
Destinations 

30% of total marks: Coursework 

2 Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism 30% of total marks: Coursework 

3 Influences on Global Travel and Tourism 40% of total marks: Externally set 2 hour 
examination  

 
 
 
 


